Small Group Study:
Speaking Truth in the Moment
6:30 – 8:00 pm
We live in a world that is hostile to the authoritative Source of absolute truth. Our cultural
tolerance tempts us to be silent, or at least to soften the Message. But Jesus’ obedience to The
Father was neither silent nor soft. We are called to speak truth to family, friends, co-workers,
& strangers! Join us as we look at four effective ways each of us can and should be speaking to
change our own lives and the lives of those around us.

An eight-week study
#1: A Private Conversation

#2: A Public Witness

#3: A Positive Influence

#4: A Priestly Responsibility

PLANT His Words deeply into your life → Pray, Listen, Apply and Nurture Truth in your mind and heart continually.

Small Group Study: Speaking Truth In The Moment
Study #1:
A Private Conversation
Prepare your heart: Setting the stage for this week’s lesson

“’What is truth?’” Pilate asked. John 18:38a
“Then the Lord called Samuel. Samuel answered, ‘Here I am.’
And he ran to Eli and said ‘Here I am; you called me.’
But Eli said, ‘I did not call; go back and lie down.’ So he went and lay down.
Again the Lord called, ‘Samuel!’
And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am; you called me.’
‘My son,’ Eli said, ‘I did not call; go back and lie down.’
Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.
The Lord called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am; you called me.’
Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, ‘Go and lie down, and if He calls you, say,
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’
Then Samuel said, ‘Speak, for Your servant is listening.’” 1 Samuel 3: 4-10

When He [God] speaks, we are to hear with the profoundest respect. What He says is more important than any
other words we may hear. Indeed, His words judge all the affairs of human beings (John 12:48). The truth of His
words then must be our most fundamental conviction, our most basic commitment. We may also describe the
commitment as our most ultimate presupposition, for we bring that commitment into all our thought, seeking to
bring all our ideas in conformity to it. That presupposition is therefore our ultimate criterion of truth. We
measure and evaluate all other sources of knowledge by it. We bring every thought captive to the obedience of
Christ (2 Cor 10:5). John Frame, “Presuppositional Apologetics”, p 209

“Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to words of knowledge.” Proverbs 23:12

“Sanctify them by the truth; Your Word is truth.” John 17:17
“’Has not my hand made all these things, and so they came into being?’ declares the Lord. ‘This is the one I
esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at My Word.’” Isaiah 66:2
“’I am unworthy – how can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth.’” Job 40:4

PLANT His Words deeply into your life → Pray, Listen, Apply and Nurture Truth in your mind and heart continually.

Small Group Study: Speaking Truth in The Moment
Study #1: A Private Conversation
The Bible is not a text book to be debated; it is a fountain for spiritual thirst, food for the soul, a revelation of God, a living power
and a two-edged sword. But none of that changes this fact: apart from the discipline of reading and hearing the words, the Bible
is as powerless as paper.
1. Truth isn’t relative.
Read: 2 Timothy 3:16; John 14:6; Hebrews 6:18
The Source of truth is clear. Truth is absolute. God’s words are authoritative.
God Himself wrote down everything He wants us to know about Him (for now) and yes, everything we NEED to know.
Read Isaiah 66:2
What does this tell us about God? What does this say about how we should come before Him?
2. We have a COMPLETE revelation of Him. However, my understanding is progressive.
How does my understanding of God progress? Am I growing in the truth?
Read: Romans 12:2; Proverbs 23:12
My mind must be transformed to the mind of Christ. How does it happen?
3. The quality of my spiritual life is directly related to the health of my thoughts. What occupies my mind?
Read: Philippians 4:8
Is what I am reading, watching, listening to and thinking about complementing God’s truth in my life….or are they at odds with
it?
What are the practical implications of these passages to my life?
o Which TV programs compromise our response to God’s Word? Specifically WHY or in WHAT way do they mitigate the
truth? Are you being a prude for turning them off, or are you just being obedient to bringing every thought captive to
Christ?
o Are you tempted to watch, say or do something you know is contrary to the truth? The ‘power of His resurrection’
provides us the power to kill the temptation, obey Him and opt to do truth instead. But only if we are willing to sacrifice
that moment to Him (our living sacrifice) long enough for Him to provide the power to obey.
4. KEY MESSAGE: God speaks Truth into the moments of your life if you have repentance in your heart and ears to hear. He
speaks truth into you as you prayerfully read Scripture and obey what it says! Are you diligently and fearfully reading His
very words? As one of His chosen, they are meant for you. Are you having a moment by moment private and personal
conversation with the King of Kings, your Savior?
5. Finally: Is this a dialogue? What do you say in this conversation?
Psalm 46:10 “Be still and know that I am God”
Job 40:4
“I put my hand over my mouth”.
PRAY: For a renewed commitment to revere Him, obey Him, seek Him, to grow in Him, to obtain His mind, His worldview; for a
deeper desire to know Him, understand His ways and obey Him.

Next week: A Public Witness. I need to be serious about personally growing in the knowledge of Him, in the renewal of my mind
as the old person dies and the new person grows and is sanctified. However, God also calls us to play an active role in growing
His kingdom. He calls us to share the Good News. For any number of reasons, we may not feel comfortable or equipped to share
with others. But there really aren’t any excuses. Jesus tells us the comforting, yet convicting, truth about evangelization.
See you next week!

PLANT His Words deeply into your life → Pray, Listen, Apply and Nurture Truth in your mind and heart continually.

